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‘On Sharks and Humanity’ Global Art Exhibition 
by Parkview Arts Action comes to Singapore 

Singapore, 24th of November 2016 – ‘On Sharks and Humanity’, a 
global travelling art exhibition addressing the practice of finning 
and shark protection as a critical environmental issue, will be 
coming to Singapore in January 2017 as a much anticipated part 
of the Singapore Art Week calendar. 

Conceived by Parkview Arts Action, the environmentally focused 
exhibition addresses the topics of shark protection, ocean 
conservation and the harmful demands of shark fin products 
through a variety of art forms in the multifaceted, international 
showcase. Highlighting the unique social role of museums as 
humanitarian cultural institutions, ‘On Sharks and Humanity’ 
hopes to improve the public’s perception and understanding of 
the environmental issue, to inspire change in the world through 
the power of art. 

The exhibition features artists from Singapore, China, Hong Kong, 
Taiwan, Germany and the United States. Uniting the voice of 
philanthropists, artists, poets, athletes, actors and personalities 
in a multifaceted exhibition through a variety of mediums 
spanning installation art, painting, sculpture, photography, 
performance art, poetry, video and film. The artworks explore 
and analyse the interdependent relationship between sharks, 
the ocean, and human beings, challenging prevailing prejudices 
surrounding this deeply feared creature, bringing to light the 
importance of sharks in the marine ecosystem and the negative 
impact of unsustainable fishing on us all. 

“This exhibition allows us to bring an environmental theme 
to the new Parkview Museum”, says Vicky Hwang, Managing 
Director for the Parkview Group in Singapore. “Using the power 
of art, I hope this motivates people to acknowledge this pressing 
environmental issue and take affirmative action. We are very 
proud to host this exhibition and would like to thank all the 
participating artists, Parkview Arts Action and WildAid. This is the 
first exhibition of its kind and it reflects the social responsibility 
of the artists, while demonstrating the relationship between art 
and society.”

Parkview Arts Action is founded on the belief that art can play 
a significant role in initiating societal change. George Wong, 
Parkview Arts Action Founder and Hong Kong Parkview Group 
Executive Chairman shared, “This is a serious environmental 
issue that affects us all. Shark preservation is undoubtedly 

critical. Declining shark numbers pose a fundamental threat 
to the health of the world’s oceans. Through the artists’ 
varied interpretations, ‘On Sharks and Humanity’ can inform 
and confront audiences in ways that strike more directly into 
the human psyche than the abstract language of scientific 
debate.”

Huang Du, the curator of ‘On Sharks and Humanity’ also 
shared that “these artworks reflect the participants’ 
imagination, judgment, creativity and their sense of social 
duty. The art warns of and parodies mankind’s greed, while 
advocating for a harmonious existence between humans and 
nature. The exhibition’s success will help promote public 
understanding by encouraging audiences to overcome their 
fear of this mysterious creature. Ultimately, it forces the 
viewers to confront an often-ignored reality, and challenges 
them to reconsider their beliefs and actions.”On Sharks and 
Humanity is supported by leading international non-profit 
organisation WildAid, whose mission is to end the illegal 
wildlife trade and reduce the demand for wildlife products, 
such as shark fin. WildAid works to measurably raise 
awareness and concern about the impact of the consumption 
of shark fin soup on shark populations and marine biodiversity. 

‘On Sharks and Humanity’ was previously exhibited at the 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco from June 2014 to March 
2015 before travelling to Moscow and shown at the Ekaterina 
Foundation from May to June 2015. In a most pivotal move, the 
exhibition was opened to the Chinese public at the National 
Museum of China in Beijing from August to October 2015 
where it featured close to 50 artworks on the environmental 
cause. The global art exhibition makes its first Southeast 
Asia stop in Singapore in early January 2017 at the Parkview 
Museum. 

For more information please contact: 
Directions Group Inc 
+65 6462 0030

Sarah Low, Sarah@directionsgroupinc.com
Wuu Minyee, Minyee@directionsgroupinc.com



Parkview Arts Action 
Art, Culture, Environment and Education 

Parkview Arts Action is an arts organisation that aims to 
harness the transformative power of art to raise awareness 
of critical environmental issues and inspire change among 
global communities. Dedicated to providing a platform for 
emerging artists to address pressing environmental issues, the 
organisation’s ambition is to support and encourage debate 
between arts institutions, businesses, scientific communities, 
advocacy organisations and the public around environmental 
sustainability. Set up by Parkview Group, the organisation is 
a natural extension of Parkview’s commitment to improve 
environmental sustainability across its commercial ventures and 
its support and patronage of the arts.

‘On Sharks and Humanity’ is the first in Parkview Arts 
Action’s programme of touring exhibitions addressing 
urgent environmental issues. The exhibition debuted at the 
Oceanographic Museum of Monaco from June 2014 to March 
2015 before travelling to Moscow and shown at the Ekaterina 
Foundation from May to June 2015. Before coming to Singapore 
it was exhibited at the National Museum of China in Beijing from 
August to October 2015 where it featured close to 50 artworks on 
the environmental cause.

Parkview’s most recent project, Parkview Green FangCaoDi in 
Beijing, is the first mixed use commercial development in China 
to be awarded the LEED platinum certification (Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design). This is the highest award 
in the Green Building Rating System. This certification is one of 
many environmental awards bestowed on the Parkview Green 

development since opening in 2012. At Parkview Green the 
office, conference, retail, leisure, hospitality and art buildings 
are not cold and impregnable, but breathing, organic life 
forms. A great deal of thought has been given to the quality 
of life and wellbeing of users, as well as environmental 
sustainability. Environmental innovation not only delivers a 
more efficient design, but also dramatically enhances the 
human experience of using the space, making it a potent 
symbol of a new way of thinking in urban development and 
green architecture.

Parkview has supported Chinese art for the past 50 years 
and Chinese contemporary artists for over 20 years. Its art 
collection includes the largest Dali collection outside Spain, 
numerous artworks by western masters, an invaluable 
collection of imperial Chinese stone Buddhist carvings 
and a substantial collection of contemporary Chinese art 
amounting to over 10,000 works. The collection has grown 
in scale and prestige under the leadership of George Wong, 
the eldest brother in Parkview Group and Honorary Professor 
of the Nanjing University of the Arts. His position as a 
knowledgeable patron and foremost collector of Chinese 
contemporary art has led to his appointment as Research 
Fellow by the National Museum of China to build its first 
collection of contemporary Chinese art.

For more information please visit 
www.parkviewartsaction.com.
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WildAid 
When the buying stops, the killing can too 

WildAid is an international non-governmental organisation 
whose mission is to end the illegal wildlife trade in this lifetime. 
WildAid views the illegal wildlife trade fundamentally as a 
matter of economics — of supply and demand. The organisation 
operates six different programs focusing on sharks, elephants, 
rhinos, manta rays, tigers and climate change.

WildAid is the only organisation to focus on reducing the demand 
for wildlife products with the strong and simple message: 
“when the buying stops, the killing can too”. WildAid works with 
Asian and Western celebrities and business leaders to dissuade 
people from purchasing wildlife products via public service 
announcements and educational initiatives, reaching up to 
approximately one billion people per week in China alone.

WildAid has produced many emotive clips on the consumption 
of shark fin for China with its celebrity ambassador such as Yao 
Ming, sports icon David Beckham, actor and director Jiang Wen, 
actress Maggie Q, and NBA basketball star Jeremy Lin. The 
most recent campaign features internationally renowned singer, 
songwriter and actor, Jay Chou. 

WildAid works to measurably raise awareness and concern 
about the impact of the consumption of shark fin soup on 
shark populations and marine biodiversity. In partnership 
with media networks in China, WildAid broadcasts its ‘Say 
No to Shark Fin’ campaign messages via TV and other media 
outlets, including video boards in subway and train stations, 
airports, and university campuses. In combination with 
the government’s ban of shark fin soup at official events, 
WildAid’s campaigns have contributed to a reported 50% 
decrease in China’s shark fin consumption.

In the upcoming year WildAid will continue its work with 
governments in consuming nations, increase restaurant 
and hotel partnerships, and recruit more ambassadors for 
additional media outreach. WildAid also recently expanded 
its reach through a merger with Shark Savers to work closely 
with the diving community on a global scale.

For more information please visit www.wildaid.org.
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Film: Racing Extinction 
When the buying stops, the killing can too 

Oscar-winner Louie Psihoyos (who also directed The Cove, 
Academy Award winning film 2010) assembles a team of artists 
and activists intent on showing the world never-before-seen 
images that expose issues of endangered species and mass 
extinction by utilizing state-of-the-art equipment. 

The film deals with several examples of the overarching theme of 
the Anthropocene extinction. This era of Anthropocene extinction 
which we are currently in has been predicted by Scientists that 
our human species will be susceptible to the loss of half the 
species on the planet by the end of the century. They believe we 
have entered the sixth major extinction event in Earth's history, 
the fifth of such an activity took out the dinosaurs.

Bringing a voice to the thousands of species on the very edge of 
life, an unlikely team of activists is out to expose the two worlds 
on threat endangering species across the globe where they 
push the boundaries by infiltrating notorious black markets with 
guerrilla-style tactics or exploring the scientific causes affecting 
changes to the environment.

The first threat to the wild comes from the international trade 
of wildlife. Bogus markets are being created at the expense of 

creatures who have survived on this planet for millions of 
years. The other threat is all around us, hiding in plain sight. 
There is a hidden world that the oil and gas companies hide 
in plain sight which makes us oblivious to this whole realm of 
environmentally harmful activities. Director Louie Psihoyos 
has concocted an ambitious mission to call attention to our 
impact on the planet, while inspiring others to embrace 
the solutions that will ensure a thriving planet for future 
generations.

This film is essential in arousing a sense of urgency and 
instilling hope as it provides solutions to this very self-
destructive activity which us humans are entirely responsible 
for. This film is the spark which will catalyse the butterfly effect 
in not only the change in the way people think but instead, 
the way they feel, which will inspire change as one realises 
they have a big part to play in preventing this foreboding 
consequence which endows suffering on mother nature and 
inadvertently, all of mankind. It conveys two messages; that the 
variety of life on Earth is beautiful and spectacular, and we can 
actually do something about saving it."

For more information please visit www.racingextinction.com.
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WANG LUYAN

This piece is a mass installation of stainless steel buoys, which look as if they were floating 
above water — as if they were weights pressing down on imaginary waves. These conflicting 
forces illustrate the battle between man’s greed and the need to control this greed. Mankind’s 
complex relationship with nature is evoked by these opposing pressures.

Born in 1956, Wang Luyan is one of China’s leading conceptual artists. He was a founding 
member of the avant-garde group Stars, who explored political artistic experimentation 
as a result of the Cultural Revolution in the late 1970s. He was also deeply involved in the 
New Measurement Group, a three-member initiative of conceptual artists that existed from 
1988 to 1995. His works have been presented in collective and solo exhibitions in China and 
internationally.
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Downward Force on Upward Moving Objects
834 x 258 x 370 cm  /  Lacquer, Stainless Steel and Regular Steel  /  2015



GAO XIAOWU

This sculptural depiction of a shark transforming into an extravagantly ornamental 
goldfish illustrates the human tendency to work against nature. The title refers to rebirth 
and metamorphosis, alluding to the transformation of society through industrialisation 
and technology that the artist sees as artificial, an evolution against nature. 

Born in 1976 in Sanming, Fujian province in Southern China, Gao Xiaowu graduated from 
the sculpture department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing in 2004. His 
sculptures often explore the new challenges faced by ordinary people in contemporary 
Chinese cities though humour and satire. 
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Evolution 
328 x 183 x 179 cm   /  Stainless Steel   /  2014



FAN XUEYI
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I Am Part of You
Poem  /  2014

Fan Xueyi believes we are all part of nature and cannot be separated from it. I Am Part of You 
uses language to build vivid imagery and evoke an emotional response in the reader. The poem 
illustrates the complex relationship between humans and sharks, serving as a reminder of the 
consequences of human actions in relation to nature. 

Fan Xueyi was born in 1969 in Heilongjiang Province. In 2001 she published her collection of 
poetry Childhood River. Xueyi lives and works in Beijing as a poet, painter and the art director 
of XYZ Gallery and Season Pier Art Space. Her work is in private collections in China and 
internationally.



LI JIWEI

Made up of more than 70 pieces of transparent material, Don’t Copy II forms the outline of a shark. 
The four metres long sculpture is suspended and illuminated with X-rays. The artwork symbolises 
the relationship between shark and humans, and offersa multi-level analysis on the value of life. 
The artist has represented the multiplicity of this analysis by using transparent materials. The 
concept has been combined with the spatial aspects of the piece. 

In the 1990s, Li Jiwei worked on the installation Don’t Copy I, which highlighted the issues 
surrounding human cloning. Don’t Copy II is an attempt to instil a respect for nature in people, and 
encourage them to analyse their own behaviour within society. By adapting our behaviour now, we 
could save ourselves from a future populated with clones. 

Li Jiwei was born in 1960 in Beijing. From 1980-1983 he studied traditional Chinese painting at the 
Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing. He was a teacher in the Fine Art Department of the Beijing Film 
Academy from 1990-1993. In 1995, he went on to study abstract painting at the Academy of Fine Arts in 
Vienna, completing his Master’s course in 1996. He was awarded the ‘Meisterschulpreis’ and ‘Goldener 
Fügerpreis’ while studying in Vienna. His work has been exhibited in various countries such as China, 
Germany, Austria and Lichtenstein. He currently lives and works in Beijing and Berlin. 
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Don’t Copy II 
Free Measurements  /  Plastic, Propylene, Stainless Steel, Dynamo and Lighting  /  2015 



LIU ZINING
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Us 
300 x 200 cm  /  Board, Propylene, Silk Mesh and Transparent Acrylic  /  2014 

The eye is a common part of animals and humans, a channel through which both 
are thought to express their interior worlds. Here an oversized shark eye gazes at 
the viewer as the viewer stares back at them, representing a moment of mutual 
observation. Magnified, every fleck of colour and shadow is depicted in vivid detail, and 
the viewer’s image is reflected in the shiny surface, placing them at the centre of the 
work. The indignant and sorrowful expression in the shark’s eye is intended to provoke 
us into considering the effects of our violent attitude towards sharks, humanising the 
animal’s emotions and encouraging us to view them as more than a violent predator. 

Born in the Northeastern region of China in 1983, Liu Zining graduated from the Lu Xun 
Academy of Fine Arts in 2006. His artistic style is expressed through the use of colour 
and perspective to explore visual power. He is currently emerging as one of China’s 
most significant contemporary painters. 



WANG GUOFENG

The artwork takes images from various shark-related videos to create a harmonious, visual 
montage. The source elements include: divers swimming with sharks, academic biological 
analysis, religious legends, overfishing, sharks attacking humans, the merciless slaughter 
of sharks, shark fin consumption and the shark fin trade, and workers returning beached 
sharks to the ocean. The single frames from these sources create a sequence; an abstract but 
readable visual. The work becomes a shimmering ocean scene. It asks the audience to reflect 
on man’s relationship with nature and to consider how the overfishing of sharks impacts the 
marine ecosystem – and what disastrous results may come. 

Wang Guofeng is an independent artist who was born in 1967 in Liaoning, China. He graduated 
from the Inner Mongolia Normal University in 1991 and the Chinese Painting Department 
of Central Academy of Fine Arts in 1998. He has exhibited in many international countries 
including North Korea, Russia, Italy, Switzerland and Germany. He lives and works in Beijing.
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Shiver 
300 x 600 cm (4 Pieces)  /  Digital Print on Acrylic Aluminium  /  2015 



ZHENG LU
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Tomb of Honor 
200 x 160 x 200 cm (2 sets) 160 x 110 x 200 cm (2 sets)  /  Alloy Steel  /  2015

Externally, this sculpture forms a large human heart, made from over ten thousand fishing 
hooks. The metal hooks are all pointing inwards, so the surface of the heart looks smooth 
and polished. The glossy exterior of the heart provides a stark contrast to its jagged, 
hazardous interior. 

Born in 1978 in Chi Feng, Inner Mongolia, Zheng Lu graduated from the sculpture 
department of the Central Academy of Fine Arts in Beijing in 2007. He belongs to the 
generation of young Chinese artists that witnessed the rapid economic, social and cultural 
changes in China due to the economic reform. Zheng Lu combines aspects of Chinese 
traditional philosophy and culture with Western in influences. In addition to China, his works 
have been exhibited in France and the USA. 



ZHAO RENHUI 
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Painted molly, Rainbow Star Warrior variant
111 x 600 cm  /  Photography  /  2013

There are several methods to create artificial colours in fish and certain methods remain well-
kept industrial secrets. A recent method is the use of dye lasers to tattoo aquarium fish with 
patterns, colours and text. It is similar to a method dating back to 1975 used by scientists to monitor 
movements of fish in the wild by marking them. The Rainbow Star Warrior variety created in 
Singapore in 2002 uses a sophisticated version of the dye laser to create colourful mollies with as 
many as 256 colours.

Singaporean visual artist Robert Zhao Renhui (B. 1983) works mainly with photography but often 
adopts a multi-disciplinary approach by presenting images together with documents and objects. 
Renhui’s work include textual and media analysis, video, photography and book projects. Robert 
has developed solo exhibitions at Kadist Art Foundation (San Francisco); Centre of Contemporary 
Photography (Melbourne); The Substation (Singapore); ShanghART (Shanghai); Galarie Anzenberger 
(Vienna); Primo Marella Gallery (Milan); 2902 Gallery (Singapore); Chapter Arts Centre (Wales); 
Institute of Contemporary Art (Singapore); Bangkok University Gallery (Thailand); Fukuoka Asian Art 
Museum (Japan); Jendela Gallery (Singapore).




